Celebrating 100 Years of the International Institute of Minnesota
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Unity Without Uniformity

In December 2019, the International Institute of Minnesota proudly celebrated
its centennial - 100 years of service for and with New Americans. We honored
this milestone through special community events and initiatives, like this
remarkable Unity Without Uniformity exhibit.

In the pages that follow, you'll see how the Institute has adapted to the evolving
needs of New Americans in Minnesota. Much has changed over the past
century, but one thing hasn't: immigrants and refugees still come to Minnesota
seeking safety, community and the opportunity to thrive. The Institute is here to
help ensure that happens.

Every day people walk through our doors with dreams and ambitions, eager to
work hard to move their lives forward and push past overwhelming loss, change
and institutional barriers. Their presence in our communities shows us the
meaning of patience, persistence and graciousness in pursuit of a new life in an
unfamiliar place.

Although restrictive policies and dangerous rhetoric have been a threat to New
Americans' livelihoods and the organizations that serve them, we are confident
that we are on a path to building a more welcoming state and nation — in
partnership with all our neighbors. As community members witness how New

Americans strengthen neighborhoods, fill critical jobs and imbue the state with
rich culture and knowledge, barriers begin to crumble.

As demand for our high-quality programs continues to rise, we are committed
to expanding our services to extend our reach even further. We envision a
community where every New American can reach their full potential and find
respect, support and safety.

Thank you for your commitment to our mission over the past century and the

For 100 years the International Institute of Minnesota has celebrated years to come.

the diverse cultures of Minnesotans while helping newcomers

thrive. Looking at the organization’s history, perhaps what is most With gratitude,

striking is how little has changed. e
Since well before 1919, New Americans have come to Minnesota E BU

seeking opportunity, fighting discrimination, and ultimately bringing Jane Graupman

their cultural identities into the ever-evolving definition of
“Minnesotan.”

Through education, casework, advocacy, and cultural celebration,
the International Institute of Minnesota has proudly served New
Americans for 100 years.




A Truly International Minnesota A Truly International Minnesota

The International Institute of Minnesota has served New Americans from more than 100 countries since 1919.
This visual illustrates the changing regional identities of New Minnesotans using census data.
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1919: 1924: 1965: 1980: 1990: 2017:
The International Institute The Immigration Act of Immigration and Refugee Act of 1980 The 1990 Immigration Act The International Institute of
of St. Paul opened. 1924 restricted Nationality Act of 1965 created formal refugee increased immigration Minnesota served people from
Foreign-born people immigration, favoring prioritized skilled-workers program in line with UN and created Diversity 98 countries in one year.
made up over 20% of homogeneity from and family reunification, standards. Visa Lottery. Immigrants made up about 8%
Minnesota’s population. Western Europe. opening up immigration for of the population in Minnesota.

non-Northern Europeans.

Source: Census data provided by Minnesota Compass. Numbers are an approximation. Information graphics for these panels generously provided by All Are Welcome Here.




Creating a "“City of F:'riends""w

“The International Institute in St. Paul came into existence just after the first World War when the

realization dawned that people of many nationalities were living in segregated groups cut off almost ’:‘?55;”7”{9“9” Is a two-way street. It is not _E”DL:QJ';] f ?}"
entirely from participation in the life of the United States.” the foreign-born to accept America. That is only ha
-Bess Leuthold Beebe the SfDF}"’. The older Americans must accept these
First President of the Institute's Board of Directars newer ones.”
-Alice Lilliequist Sickels,
— _— —_— L Executive Secretary of the International Institute 1931-1944
Founded in December 1919, the International Institute of )
e e g N B s e Minnesota |at that time called the International Institute in
e e iy Saint Paul] began as a service bureau of the YWCA
i . . . [ In the 1930s the Institute advocated for the value of diversity
FIRST ANNUAL REPORT & rrom the onset, the institute helped the Toreign bom™ Lo learn and acceptance in conversations still relevant today
- . T 4 i English, build community, and access services. Run and staffed ] J
g— he by women, the Institute served women, men, and children, During the 19305 and into the 18405, Mexican migrants in Saint
Ly we 3] :: whereas the YWCA only served single women Paul faced hostility and discrimination. Approximately two
v % In the first two years, the Institute partnered with 12 agencies ﬂ'#é?;?ﬁ?;a?fﬂaciMf:lffglﬁzﬂirigzgf ll.;i'{i{nterﬁ:?:l:pdu?;tiun
to reach people of 13 nationatities. Three workers conducted in Saint Paul B ; N
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE 800 home visits i

OF T1Hl '\_._ Beyond providing English classes to Mexican-Americans in
S head s R R WL = e Saint Paul, the Institute engaged in advocacy: working to dispel
myths and ultimately publishing a report about the community

in 1936,

The Festival of Nations, started by the Institute in 1932 [then
called the Homeland Exhibit), quickly became a touchstone of
Minnesota's cultural pluralism. It showeased cultural exhibits,
ethnic performances and international food cafes to create
acceptance and celebrate the diverse cultures of Minnesotans
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A Pattern for a Peaceful Way of Life

By Kathryn Gorman
Staff Writer

OMETHING new has been

added to St. Paul's old
and picluresque Seven Cor-
DErs ahea.

Ome of the stome buildings
facing the river om Kellogg
blvd. has been turned into a
hostel for persons of Japa-
nese descent — most of them
members of this country's
“displaced” persons group,

Qvictims of the evacuation on
the Pacific coast begun after
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Festival of Naﬁnn.s Planned
As Aid to Wartime Unity

| - §T. BiL DL

Six months after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the LS. entry .

into World War Il, 33 cultural groups and 3,000 volunteers participated
in the sixth Festival of Nations

Howewver, it almost did not happen. There was great discussion of
whether a peaceful gathering of cultures was possible in 1942,

“The decision was to go ahead with the Festival because it was more
needed in wartime than any other time...” said Bess Leuthold Beebe,
General Chairwoman of the Festival

Mo flags were on display and an interfaith prayer was offered. The
Italian group withdrew but the Germans voled to stay in. Other ltalians
in the community heard about this and offered to participate in the
ethnic dance program. They received a standing ovation after their
performance

(" In 1942, the International Institute created the St Paul Besettlement

Committee to resettle Japanese Americans [Misei) from internment
camps on the West Coast. More than 110,000 Japanese Americans were
farcibly removed from their homes during this time,

From Awgust 1945 to August 1948, the committee operated the 5t. Paul
Resettlement Hostel near the Institute, housing newly arrived Japanese
American families and helping them find work

In 1340, 51 Japanese people lived in Minnesota according to the Census
By 1950 that number grew to more than 1000, not including the nearly
6,000 Japanese Americans working at the Military Intelligence Service
Language Schoo

The LS. army recruited and drafted these men to work as Linguists in
the war effort, and relocated them from California to Camp Savage in
1942, then to Fort Snelling in 1944, They were credited with shortening
the war in the East by two years, saving nearly a million lives and
billions of dollars
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In September of 1952, the President of the Institute’s Board of Directors, Mrs. Kate Skiles Klein (second from right,
standing), traveled to New York City harbor to welcome the first group of displaced people from the Venezia Giulia camp
in Trieste. Courtesy of the International Institute of Minnesota

Reflecting A Troubled World

Wrrang shudents B B labertisnsl Bstilute party wearing racitionsl haliday clothing, 1975
EOurieky of the infeneationg? IngEvhe of Memesals

"The year 1945 saw great world changes....The
problems brought to the international Institute
reflected the problems of a troubled world.

-1945 Institute annual report
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After World War I, the Internatignal Institube was prepared to resattla
war refugees [displaced people] to Minnesota

The Displaced Persons Act [1948-1952) allowed a total of 400,000
Eastern Europeans to come to the U.5. OF those who found a home in
Minnesota, one third were of Polish descent, though the Institute also
welcomed people from Hungary, Latvia, Estonia, Romania, and Ukraine.
The Institute sponsored displaced persans and helped them find jobs
and housing

&

In 1952, the International Institute opposed the McCarran-Walter Act. A
product of the Cold War, it explicitly barred immigrants from communise
countries.

The restrictionist law wltimat i, with an upside; it opened the
da Chinese, Korean a mmigrants to secure the
long-denied right to citizenship. The International Institute helped them
apply.

'

CERA AR i b aadisis

The end of the Vietnam War began a new era for the International \
Institute of Minnesota.

The Indochina Migration and Refugee Assistance Act of 1975 created an
official refugee status and allowed 130,000 refugees from the Vietnam
War to resettle in the U.S.

The Institute debated its role in the program, before ultimately
welcoming these first refugees from Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. In
1975, the Institute helped welcome an emergency arrival of 3,800
refugees Lo Minnesota

n the four years between 1976 to 1980, the Hmong population in
Minnesota grew from zero to 10,000. The Hmong moved to Minnesota to
fMiee persecution under the communist regime in Laos: many who came
to Minnesota worked with the CIA. They were the largest group resetiled
by the Institute throughout the 19805 and into the 15905

Thie Hmong fermed a strong community, and Saint Paul grew to be the
largest Hmang population per capita in America J




All Are Welcome in Minnesota

From 1980-2018, the International Institute of Minnesota resettled nearly 25,000 refugees from 37 countries.
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Number of people resettled by the International Institute of Minnesota
0 N 50 I st B Bl 1071300 301,000 1,00 .5, 000 SO0 1 0, Doy
Being a young Muslim, Somali man, | realized | have a role : . . :
’ : , . : . = People with refugee status came to the Institute from these countries, according to agency data
In my community. Poetry Is not just a speech. It's an action. z
I N ;
i - Kuwait 1 El Salvador 11  Cuba 52  Afghanistan 103 Irag 287 Burma igan  Laos =53
-Abdifatah Farah aka Abdi Phenomenal Senegal 1 Congo 13 Sieraleone 77 DR Congo 112 Russia 521 Ethiopia 327
award-winning Somali poet, based in Minneapalis Tanzania i Iran 17 Eritrea 91 Bhutan 238  Vietnam 562 Somalia 4518
Uganda 1 Sudan 30 Liberia 579
: ; Belarus 2 Podand 36 Cambodia 652
The Institute continued welcoming China 5
refugees into the 21st century, Burundi 5
resettling New Americans from 37 ;
countries around the world Colombla: 3
: A : e Moldeva 3
Kt réren] ] S gt TS RS PO TR i Tt o These newcomers start businesses, Ca i
s P R s e become a critical part of the bl I
— workforce and bring their culture Rwanda 4 : S T
In the 19905, the Institute began to welcome refugees from Somalia to Minnesota, creating a morg AL 2 | T T':'-E.E-!f-.:;'-! Fnﬂu-rfi‘f.“.'.ri:r:'-'.:":-L:::-:'. errtal 1
194905, the IT it Qar ¥ m b E & PET R s " R wral
the “Natien of Poets,” aleng with people Aeeing violence from around -\:fltlrﬂl'll:, global community _/' ﬁg::léa ;:In!jna : infarmation graghic provided by All Are Welcome Herp
the warld, including Bosnia and Liberia _3
In 1899, the Institute was solely responsibie for resettling 10% of the I..tkmme_ :
LS. national quota for Africans. The Somali community grew rapidly Romania B
in part because of the Immigration Act of 1930, which prioritized family Togo 7
reunification Hungary B

Today, there are more Somalis in Minnesota than any other state. Nearly
ona in three people with 5omall ancestry in the U.S. live in Minnesota
The availability of jobs and sense of community made Minnesota the lead
destination for Secondary migratian in the U.5., and Somali-Minnesotans
contrioute greatly to the community as business owners, artists and

politicians
54 =




Legacy in Action Legacy in Action

Immigration Services
Since the beginning, the Institute has recognized citizenship as an important achievement

for New Americans: teaching classes, offering application assistance and hosting

immigrants and refugees on Como Avenue in Saint Paul: serving 4000 people from 100

countries every year. Its mission: to help New Americans achieve self sufficiency and full
membership in American life. The same pillars that the Institute was founded on in 1919
guide its major programs:

Refugee Services
From serving the displaced from the World Wars, to welcoming the first official refugees,
providing casework for new arrivals has long been the core of the Institute's work.

Wovember 17, 1949; courtesy of the Pionger Press 2018; courtesy of the International Institute of Minnesota.

Education
The Institute has offered English classes to New Americans since 1919, recognizing
language learning as one of the most important steps to building a life in Minnesota.

1875, courtesy of the International Institute of Minnesata. 2010; Alexander Zoltai for the International Institute of Minnasota.

Workforce Development
Started in 1990, the Institute's Medical Careers Pathway has helped 2800 New Americans

find work as nursing assistants, nurses, and other medical professionals. In 2013, the ke i o i o i s’ A T e e e
Institute created the Hospitality Careers Pathway to help newly-arrived women with
limited English skills find jobs to address immediate financial stability. Festival of Nations

From 1932 to today, the Festival of Nations remains a celebration of the many ethnic
communities that shape Minnesota, now attracting 50,000 people each year.

Armenian Exhibit, 1939, courtesy of Filipino dancer. 2013; Alexander Zoltai
Immigration History Research Center Archives. for the International Institute of Minnesata.

Mike Zerby For the Star Tribune, May 30 1994; 2014; Alexander Zoltad for the International Institute of Minnesota,
courbesy of the international Institute of Manesota.




Unity Without Uniformity is presented by:

Immigration History Research Center Archives,
University of Minnesota Libraries
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Archives & Special Collections

Ramsey County Historical Society
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RAMSEY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The International Institute of Minnesota
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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE <+ 100 YEARS
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To learn more or get involved, visit IIMN.org/100Years

Special thanks to:
Krista Finstad Hanson
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This exhibit was made possible in part by the people of Minnesota through a grant funded
by an appropriation to the Minnesota Historical Society from the Minnesota Arts and
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Cultural Heritage Fund. Any views, findings, opinions, conclusions or recommendations - v
expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent C AN
thase of the State of Minnesota, the Minnesota Historical Society, or the Minnesota W ER
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